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PURPOSE & DESCRIPTION
Composted products used for Filtrexx GrowingMedia™ shall be 
weed free and derived from a well-decomposed source of organic 
matter. The composted products shall be produced using an 
aerobic composting process meeting USEPA CFR 503 regulations 
(In Canada: M.O.E. 101, C.C.M.E. Type “A” and Type “AA” 
regulations), including time and temperature data indicating 
effective weed seed, pathogen and insect larvae kill. The composted 
products shall be free of any refuse, contaminants or other materials 
toxic to plant growth. Non-composted products will not be 
accepted. Test methods for the items below should follow USCC 
TMECC guidelines for laboratory procedures:

Section
A. PH – 5.0-8.0 in accordance with TMECC 04.11-A, 
“Electrometric pH Determinations for Compost”

B. Moisture content of less than 60% in accordance with 
standardized test methods for moisture
determination.

C. GrowingMedia to be used with Filtrexx® Soxx™ where seeding 
and/or live stakes are specified; on low grade slopes where vegetation 
establishment is the priority; or where rainwater absorption, water 
holding capacity, runoff reduction and infiltration are the priority 
shall meet the following particle size distribution.  Examples include 
Soxx for Runoff Diversion, Channel Protection, Bank Stabilization, 
Severe Slope Stabilization, Vegetated Retaining Walls, Vegetated 
Gabion, Filtration System, Compost Vegetated Cover, Compost 
Erosion Control Blanket™, Compost Storm Water Blanket™, 
Compost Engineered Soil, Compost Bioretention System, Green 
Roof GrowingMedia.

Particle Sizes - 100% passing a 2 in (50mm) sieve, 99% passing a 
1 in (25mm) sieve, minimum of 60% passing a ½ in (12.5mm) 
sieve in accordance with TMECC 02.02-B, “Sample Sieving for 
Aggregate Size Classification”.  

D. Material shall be relatively free (<1% by dry weight) of inert or 
foreign man made materials.

E. Material feedstocks shall not contain wood materials that have 
been treated or painted, contain preservatives or adhesives, or are 
composed of engineered wood products.

F. A sample shall be submitted to the Engineer for approval prior 
to being used and must comply with all local, state and federal 
regulations.

Option A:  Erosion Control
For vegetated non Soxx applications where slope grades are greater 
than 3:1, where sheet runoff rate or velocity may be high, or rainfall 
rate/intensity may be high. 

Substitution for Section C. Particle Size of GrowingMedia shall use 
the following particle size distribution specification:  99% passing 
a 1 in (25mm) sieve, maximum of 50% passing a 1/2 in (12.5mm) 
sieve.

Option B: Non-vegetated Temporary Erosion Control

For non-vegetated non Soxx applications where slope grades are 
greater than 3:1, where sheet runoff rate or velocity may be high, or 
rainfall rate/intensity may be high.

Substitution for Section C. Particle Size of GrowingMedia shall use 
the following particle size distribution specification:  99% passing 
a 3 in (75mm) sieve and a maximum of 30% passing a 1/2 in 
(12.5mm) sieve.

Rationale for Options: Research conducted at The University 
of Georgia and Auburn University (Faucette et al, 2006; 
Faucette, 2006) to evaluate the performance of particle sizes 
in compost erosion control blankets found that distributions 
with predominantly small particles absorbed more rainfall, 
reduced a greater volume of runoff, increased the delay of runoff 
commencement, and exhibited greater vegetation growth, relative 
to compost erosion control blankets with large particle sizes.  
However, compost erosion control blankets with distributions of 
predominantly large particles slowed runoff rate and reduced soil 
loss prior to vegetation establishment over compost erosion control 
blankets with smaller particles sizes.

GrowingMedia Sample
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
For other references on this topic, including additional research reports and 
trade magazine and press coverage, visit the Filtrexx website at filtrexx.com

Filtrexx International, Technical Support
877-542-7699  |  www.filtrexx.com | info@filtrexx.com
Call for complete list of international installers and distributors.

branch & leaf® logo, EnviroSoxx®, Filtrexx®, GreenLoxx®, GroSoxx®, 
and the color GREEN®, are Registered Trademarks used by Filtrexx 
International. 

CECB™ [Compost Erosion Control Blanket], CSWB™ [Compost 
StormWater Blanket], DitchChexx™, EdgeSaver™, FilterCell™, 
FilterMedia™, FilterSoxx™, GrowingMedia™, InletSoxx™, 
LivingWall™, Lockdown™, SiltSoxx™, and Soxx™ are Trademarks used 
by Filtrexx International. 

Filtrexx CertifiedSM and its accompanying logo are Service Marks used by 
Filtrexx International.

The information contained herein may be subject to confidential 
intellectual property of Filtrexx International, including but not limited 
to US Patents 7,226,240; 7,452,165; 7,654,292; 8,272,812; 8,439,607; 
8,740,503; 8,821,076; 9,044,795; 9,945,090; and 9,982,409 or Patents 
Pending and is the property of Filtrexx International.  

Copyright 2005-2021, Filtrexx International, all rights reserved. 
Unauthorized reproduction prohibited. All statements, product 
characteristics, and performance data contained herein are believed to 
be reliable based on observation and testing, but no representations, 
guarantees, or warranties of any kind are made as to accuracy, suitability for 
particular applications, or the results to be obtained. Nothing contained 
herein is to be considered to be permission or a recommendation to use 
any proprietary process or technology without permission of the owner. No 
warranty of any kind, expressed or implied, is made or intended.

REFERENCES CITED & ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
Demars, K.R. and R.P. Long, 1998. Field evaluation of source separated 
compost and Coneg model procurement specifications for Connecticut 
DOT projects. University of Connecticut and Connecticut Department of 
Transportation. December, 1998. JHR 98-264.

Faucette, L.B., J. Governo, C.F. Jordan, B.G. Lockaby, H.F. Carino, 
and R. Governo. 2006. Storm water quality, C factors, and particle size 
specifications for compost and mulch blankets relative to straw blankets 
with PAM used for erosion control. Currently Under Peer Review by 
Journal of Soil and Water Conservation.  In: Filtrexx Library #706

Faucette, B. 2006. How Important is Particle Size in Specifications for 
Compost Erosion Control Blankets?  In: Filtrexx Tech Link #3310; and 
Filtrexx Standard Specifications and Design Manual 5.0, Appendix 5.9.

Faucette B, C. Jordan, M. Risse, M. Cabrera, D. Coleman, and L. West. 
2005. Evaluation of storm water from compost and conventional erosion 
control practices in construction activities.  Journal of Soil and Water 
Conservation. 60:6:288-297.

Faucette, B., M. Risse, M. Nearing, J. Gaskin, and L. West. 2004. Runoff, 
erosion, and nutrient losses from compost and mulch blankets under 
simulated rainfall. Journal of Soil and Water Conservation. 59:4:154-160.

Mukhtar, S., M. McFarland, C. Gerngross, F. Mazac. 2004. Efficacy of 
using dairy manure 
compost as erosion control and revegetation material. 2004 American 
Society of Agricultural Engineers/Canadian Society of Agricultural 
Engineers Annual International Meeting, Ontario, CA. Paper #44079.

Persyn, R.A., T.D. Glanville, T.L. Richard, J.M. Laflen, and P.M. Dixon. 
2004. Environmental effects of applying composted organics to new 
highway impacts: Part 1. Interrill runoff and erosion. Transactions of the 
American Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineers. 47:2:463-469.


